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Five Villages Walk 
As you head down the hill there are views across the Apokoronas to Kalyves Bay and the Mediterranean.  The road 

curves around, passes the Byzantine Agios Nicolaos church, crosses the Athimolakkos gorge and heads up past the 

cave church of Agia Mama, climbing into the cool and shady valley of Kyriakoselia village.  From April to June the 

wild flowers, not necessarily rare, form beautiful pictures of colours, structure and textures. 

Out of the village the valley frames a view of the White Mountains, centred around the peak Mavro, and the road 

climbs into wild country, the views opening out alternately towards the sea and the mountains.  To the left the tiny 

pretty white church of XXX way above Ramni becomes visible, backed by the mountain range of Agia Pnevma and 

Mavro.  The zig zag track up to the Kallergis Refuge high in the mountains can be seen.  The road winds into wooded 

areas with Aleppo pines and holm oak. 

On the right the church of Tsakistra is high above on the edge of the ridge – this is your picnic destination!   Now, 

having climbed some 200m out of the valley, the air becomes noticeably cooler and drier, with often a gentle 

mountain breeze bringing the scents of thyme and wild flowers.  The particularly wild scenery of massive jagged 

rocks interspersed with holm oak and carob gives way to more cultivated areas as the land flattens out and the 

village houses get close – there are olive groves and small vineyards.   

In Tsakistra, the church of Agios Ermitus, the hermit, is perched on the top of the hill, with views over towards the 

sea and mountains.  There are bench seats, a marble picnic table and clean toilets ready for your picnic.  Out of the 

village the vegetation becomes more dense and green with forest like spaces.   Kampoi village has a square with a 

huge plain tree casting shade over towards the kafenio, and from here it’s a steady climb up to the summit past fruit 

orchards and olive trees and small fields of vines to a wilder area.  As the road drops down past the radio masts and 

the quarry on the left, there are fine views of Panokosmos on one end of the hill village of Xiliomoudou and its little 

church on the other.  To the north the coast from Souda – Kalyves - Drapanos hill – Kefalas to Georgiopouli bay 

strings out, with Mount Psiloritis, the highest point on the island visible to the right. 

A steep downhill stretch with hairpin bends brings you into Samonas, and then the walk on the saddleback to 

Panokosmos in Xiliomoudou completes the walk. 

 

Terrain: all tarmac road, but virtually no traffic. 

Ascent/descent: 380m, descent Chiliomoudou 

hill, then steady climb out of Kyriakoselia to 

Tsakistra, and steep descent into Samonas. 

Distance: 15.5km 

Time: 3 ½ h good pace walking.  Allow 2h more 

for picnic, stops, rests.  Total 5 ½ h 

 

Suitable for spring and autumn, or summer if an 

early start – aim to complete by 1100. 
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At the end of our lane, turn 
right 

And right again in the village 
centre 

Pass by Ag Nicolaos church on 
the right 

And the track up to Ag Mama 
church on the left as you climb 

up 

Climb up into Kyriakoselia 
Thru the village, and right 

before the bridge, glimpse of 
Ag Pnevma in the background 

KYRIAKOSELIA 
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Climb up towards Tsakistra, 
sign shows "Municip. of 

Kerameia" 

The  church, which will be your 
picnic place, peeps up on the 

horizon 

Into the village look out for a 
turnng to the right to the 

church 

Signed to St Ioannis Erimitis - 
John the Hermit! 

Walk up to the church, choose 
a picnic table and take a 
break!  Clean toilet too! 

After your break, continue on 
the road.  Take the right to 

Chania 

TSAKISTRA 
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The sign shows Psychro Pigali 
to the left! 

In the village turn right by the 
large plane tree 

Then branch left to Samonas 
The sign is partly hidden by 

the foliage 

There is a road off to the right, 
ignore it, keep straight on 

Branch right next 

KAMPOI 
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As you begin to come down, 
you can see Panokosmos on 

the right 

Its the house on the top of the 
hill, the church is on the left 

And Panoksomos is on the 
right 

In Smaonas, turn right by the 
disused kafenion 

Chiliomoudou is next, lacking a 
couple of letters! 

Dont forget to turn right into 
our lane -circle in the road will 

help! 

SAMONAS 


